The Friedrich Engel archive in Giessen  by Hawkins, Thomas
HM3 Sources 213 
SOURCES 
This department welcomes correspondence, brief announcements, 
and article-length descriptions of collections of publications, 
correspondence, and archival material relevant to the history of 
mathematics. Manuscripts describing major collections (covering 
such matters as acquisition, size, scope, state of cataloging, 
current and future availability, and so on) should follow the same 
standards as other articles. They will be abstracted and indexed 
like other articles, and authors will be supplied with free reprin 
THE FRIEDRICH ENGEL ARCHIVE IN GIESSEN 
By Thomas Hawkins, Boston University 
The Mathematisches Institut of the Justus-Liebig Universitxt, 
Arndstrasse 2, Giessen, possesses the unpublished papers and 
correspondence of the mathematician Friedrich Engel (1861-1941), 
who was Sophus Lies' assistant and collaborator in the develop- 
ment and exposition of the latter's theory of transformation 
groups. Engel corresponded with a large number of mathematicians 
so that his papers constitute a valuable source of information 
about the community of mathematicians in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 
Engel's papers are filed in 41 packets and an envelope. All 
but two of the packets are of uniform dimensions (16 cm x 23 cm x 
4 cm) and can easily contain over 100 letters. The more important 
packets are indicated below. The phrases in parentheses are 
descriptions which are written on the outside of the packets 
and serve to identify them. 
(11 "D. Hilbert an Engel": A small blue packet containing 15 
letters and cards spanning the period 1885-1913. (2) "Briefe 
von Study": Six packets numbered I through VI with letters and 
cards from E. Study over the period 1886-1919. (3) "An Study": 
Engel's letters and cards to Study from about 1890 onwards. 
(4) "Briefe von St%ckel": Four packets of letters from P. Stgckel 
covering, respectively, the periods 1892-96, 1897-98, 1899 and 
1903-. (5) "Engel an StZckel": Five packets of letters covering, 
respectively, the periods 1893-95, 1896-97, 1898, 1899-1902, 
1903-19. (6) "Briefe von Italiener": Contains letters from L. 
Bianchi and T. Levi-Civita as well as such "Italians" as W. W. 
Rouse Ball, A. R. Forsyth, J. W. Gibbs and G. B. Halsted. (7) 
"Briefe von Cartan, Tresse, Picard, Darboux": There are 32 
letters and 25 cards from E. Cartan. A. Tresse was one of the 
several students from the Ecole Normale in Paris who went to 
Leipzig to study with Lie. There are also letters from another 
such student, E. Vessiot, as well as letters from Picard and 
Darboux. (8) "Briefe von Hilbert und HiSlder": Contains no 
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letters from Hilbert; they are in item (1). Besides letters 
from Halder, the packet contains letters from such mathematicians 
as F. Hausdorff, R. v. Lillienthal, R. Lipschitz, A. Loewy, 
H. Maurer, F. Meyer, F. Prym and H. Weber. (9) Unmarked Packet: 
Contains letters from G. Cantor (seemingly of minor significance), 
S. Epsteen, C. Caratheodory, F. London, A. Sommerfeld, V. Schlegel, 
F. Rudio and E. 0. Lovett. (10) "Briefe von Scheffers, G. Kowalews 
Rohn, Hausdorff": There are also letters and cards from K. Hensel 
and J. Liiroth. (11) "Brief von [M.] Noether, Gordan, H. Wien, 
Weal , Perron": There is also a letter and card from G. Cantor, 
although they do not appear significant. (12) "Briefe von 
Killing 1885-l': An important part of the Engel/Killing corres- 
pondence, which I am studying in connection with research on the 
history of Lie algebras 
PRECOLUMBIAN MATHEMATICS IN THE AMERICAS 
Professor Ubiratan D'Ambrosio of the Instituto de Matematica, 
Estatistica e Ciencia de Computavao of the Universidade Estadual 
de Campinas is interested in developing a project for basic 
research and preparation of educational materials on science in 
the Americas before the intrusion of Europeans. The project 
calls for collaboration of scientists, historians, archaeologists, 
anthropologists, linguists, and others. Interested colleagues 
should write him at IMECC-UNICAMP, Caixa Postal 1170, 13100 
Campinas SP, Brasil. 
SKETCHES OF MATHEMATICIANS AT THE NIELS BOHR LIBRARY 
Elizabeth P. Korn has given the library (at the American 
Institute of Physics, 335 East 45 Street, New York City 10017) 
a collection of over 200 of her drawings of scientists, including 
R. Courant, 0. Hahn, R. von Mises, N. Wiener, f-1. Weyl. (From 
the Newsletter of the Center for the History of Physics Z(2), 
October 1975) 
THE R. L. MOORE ARCHIVE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
The Humanities Research Center of the University of Texas 
at Austin has a collection of personal papers and memorabilia of 
the late R. L. Moore. An exhibit of selected materials was on 
view at the Center 20 January to 28 February 1976. "All aspects 
of Professor Moore's career are represented: his student days at 
Austin around the turn of the century; election to the National 
Academy of Sciences in 1931; Presidency of the American Mathe- 
matical Society in 1938; teaching at the University of Texas from 
1920 to 1969; and drafts of the editions of his Foundations of 
Point Set Theory and of other publications." 
